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107Marie Axton, The Queen’s Two Bodies: Drama and the Elizabethan Succession
(London: Royal Historical Society, 1977), p. 21.
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The Suffolk and Stuart Lines from Henry VII

Henry VII
m.
Elizabeth of York
|
Arth M t He _<_: _
ur, argare! enry
Prince of Wales Mary
d.1502 m. i
1. James IV, 2.Archibald Douglas 1.Catherine of 2.Anne Boleyn 3.James Seymour 1.Louis XII, 2.Charles Brandon,
King of Scots Earl of Angus Aragon ex.1536 King of France Duke of Suffolk
+1513 (divorced of 1527) | | | d.1515
Mary 1 Elizabeth I Edward VI
_ 4.1558 4.1603 d.1553 |
James V, Margaret —\
King of Scots m. Henry, Frances Eleanor
m. Matthew Stuart Earl of Lincoln m. m.
Mary of Guise Earl of Lennox d.1525 Henry Grey, Henry Clifford
_ +1571 Marquis of Dorset (later Earl of
(later Duke of Suffolk) Cumberland)
ex.1554
Mary, |
Queen of Scots Henry, Charles, [ [ |
ex.1587 Lord Darnley Earl of Lennox Jane Catherine Mary Margaret
m. ex.1554 m. d.1578 m.
m. Mary, Edward Seymour, Henry Stanley,
Queen of Scots Arballa .Earl of Hertford Lord Strange
1.Francis,Dauphin 2.Henry, 3.James Hepbumn (later Earl of Derby)
(later FrancisI1of ~ Lord Darnley Earl of Bothwell
France) d.1578
d.1560
Edward, Thomas
Lord Beauchamp Ferdinando, William,
James VI Earl of Derby Earl of Derby
King of Scots . d.1594
(in 1603 James I in d=died
England) m= married

ex= executed
+= murdered or died in battle
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Two Queens in One Kingdom: The Defense of Female
Rulership during the Latter Reign of Elizabeth I, 1567-1590

May-shine Lin

Department of History, National Chengchi University

Female rulership is a special but marginal topic among studies of
kingship. However, it became one of the most critical political themes
during the second half of the sixteenth-century in England. At least from
the reign of Mary I, the first English queen regnant, a vociferous debate on
female rulership was conducted by both Catholics and Protestants. The
pivotal question in this debate was the very basic issue: could women
legally hold the right of governing? Although the debate cooled down for a
while after 1559, the emergence of Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots, in 1567,
prompted a renewed discussion of female rulership. This continued until
1590, although Mary had been executed in 1587. All the tracts concerning
female rulerhsip in this period focused on the two queens—the ruling
Queen Elizabeth and the exiled Queen Mary—Iiving in the same kingdom.
This essay examines four of the most famous tracts, two for each queen.
One was written by a Protestant, while three were by Catholics.
Nevertheless, regardless of their religious beliefs, all the authors aimed to
achieve their political or religious aspirations by making use of gender
theory, rather than promoting women’s rights in general. At the same time,
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they all paid great attention to the right of women’s succession by blood
and the specific status of female heirs, since their works were produced
under the context of the controversy of succession during Queen
Elizabeth’s reign. The arguments of the four tracts demonstrated a
noteworthy phenomenon that similar ideas on gender and politics cut
across religious lines and were shared by Protestant and Catholic
apologists in an age of religious contention.

Keywords: Elizabeth 1, Queen of England; Mary, Queen of Scots,
female rulership, English Reformation



